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STATUS OF THE GRAY KINGBIRD IN GEORGIA
Down E. Evres

Scattered reports of the occurrence and nesting of the Gray Kingbird
(Tyrannus dominicensis dominieensis) in Georgia have appeared in the
literature over the past six decades. It is the object of this paper to sum-
marize and evaluate these reports, and at the same time add other data
yet unpublished. Misstatements of the status of this bird have occurred

Figure 1. Breeding Gray Kingbird on Cockspur  Island, Georgia, July, 1938,
(Photograph by Ivan R. Tomkins.)

in the literature and in correspondence. and il is the hope of the writer
that this summary will encourage anyone in possession of additional in-
formation to publish it. And in addition, if any reports have been over-
looked, it is hoped that the omissions of this writer will be subsequently
pointed out.

Many ornithologists do not recognize a new occurrence for a species
until a specimen has been collected and positively identified from the
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State in question. The Gray Kingbird deserves a place on the Georgia
list for it has been eollected at least once.

According to Rudolphe M. de Schauensee of the Academy of Natural
Sciences of Philadelphia, there is a specimen. a male, in their collection
taken on St. Simons Island [Glynn County], Georgia, September 1, 1859
by John Krider. The writer has not seen this specimen but he is assured
by de Schauensee that the identification is correct. To the knowledge of
the writer this oecurrence has not been previously recorded in the litera-
ture (there are extant printed collections of the notes of Krider which
the writer has not examined).

Advices from Alexander Sprunt indicate that a bird of this species
was taken by Isaac Arnow at St. Marys, Camden County, Georgia,
August 1. 1905. A specimen was reported by Troup D. Perry (Oologist
23:176-177. 1911) and reference to it was not made by this writer in a
previous report on the Gray Kingbird in this journal (Oriole 3:24-25).
The Perry reference vaguely mentions that Arnow has taken the Gray
Kingbird and no data at all were given. The writer does not know the
source of Sprunt’s date, but he does not believe that Arnow personally
reported this collection.

The writer visited Arnow on January 25, 1941, to try to obtain details
concerning this collection. Arnew allowed the writer together with Ivan
Tomkins and Walter Erichsen to go through his bird collection and.
excepting ordinary Fastern Kingbirds. only one Kingbird was found.
This was taken at first to be a Gray Kingbird, but later measurements
proved it to be a partial albino Eastern Kingbird (Tyrannus tyrannus
tyrannus). This bird was said to be the Gray Kingbird by Arnow and
he recalled collecting no albino Eastern Kinghird. Unfortunately, the
bird bore a hlank label with Arnow’s collection number, so the writer
cannot say for certain that this is the bird referred to by Perry or Sprunt.
Arnow hopes to locate old collection data in order to clear up any mis-
understanding.

For the present. it may only he assumed that Perry or Armow was
mistaken in his identification and the Krider specimen is the only definite
collection from the State. Significantly, specimens of all of the other
rare species collected by Arnow were present in his collection (with the
exception of Kirtland’s Warbler which had been given to La Prade).
Also there is no Gray Kingbird among the Arnow specimens in the
LaPrade collection at Emory University. The albino Eastern Kinghird
which the writer believes to be the bird reported by Perry is being
deposited in the Emory University Museum. It bears Arnow’s collection
number 732,

After the presence of a species in a state has been confirmed by a
collection, sight records may be considered, Later compilers can only
determine the validity of such records by estimating the reliability of
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the observer. Doubt is often removed when conditions of the observation
are given in the report. The attention of the writer was also directed by
Sprunt to a sight record of the Gray Kingbird by Walter John Hexie,
reported by William G. Fargo in the Wilson Bulletin (46:190.1934 ). This
report is based upon an account embodied in a list of birds of Chatham
County. Georgia, prepared by Hoxie and published in the Savannah
Morning News, Fargo abstracted this list and summarized the Gray King-
bird as follows: “Gray Kinghird: rare summer resident.”

This being a second-hand report, the writer consulted the files of the
Savannah Morning News in order to get at the original source of Fargo's
report. The findings of the writer on referring to the Savannah Morning
News emphasize the importance of getting at original sources when pre-
paring ornithological papers of an historical nature. The Gray Kinghird
is listed by Hoxie but he does not state that he himself saw the bird!
He merely states that the presence of this bird in Chatham County was
reported to him. Thus the Gray Kingbird would belong in the hypo-
thetical list of Fargo which includes those species not actually seen by
Hoxie. As a matter of fact the statement from Fargo. quoted above. is
misleading in its connotation if not actually a misstatement, [or Hoxie
states in the Savannah Morning News (No. 15650, p. 12. June 11, 1911) :
“445. Grey Kingbird. Reported this year from Tybee. We are well
within the range of this bird and it has been taken hoth sides of us.
Should be a rare summer resident.”

It seems that the above discussed sight record was made by an anony-
mous observer under unknown conditions and is not of a type which
contributes to sound ornithological knowledge.

A sight record which the writer believes to he valid is that of Gilbert
R. Rossignol, reported by Ivan Tomkins in the Auk (51:252-253, 1934).
Ressignol, to the knowledge of the writer who was closely associated in
the ficld with him for several months, is a dependable observer. The
bird in question was ohserved by him at the Quarantine Station on Cock-
spur Island in Chatham County, Ceorgia, on June 8. 1933,

Robert Norris reports this species {rom St. Simons, Glynn County,
Ceorgia (Oriole 4:30. 1939). Norris observed the birds upon three
occasions during the month of June, 1939, It was certain that at least
two individuals were present for the bird first observed had an injured
leg. It might be pointed out that at least one of Norris’ records was from
Sea Island, close by St. Simons and commonly considered to he a portion
of the latter island. The writer helieves that this is a reliable record.

The following unpublished sight records of the Gray Kinghird are
reported here through the courtesy of William W. Griffin and Ivan
Tomkins, They include a single bird seen at Fort Pulaski on Cockspur
Island, Sept. 4. 1939 (Griffin) a bird seen at Lazaretto on Tybee Island,
April 29, 1939 (Tomkins) a bird seen on Long Island (close and directly
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connected to Cockspur Island), May 30, 1939 (Tomking) and a bird seen
on Cockspur Island, Sept. 3, 1939 (Tomkins). All of the above observa-
tions are from Chatham County.

The preceding paragraphs summarize the reports of Gray Kinghird
occurtences of which the writer is aware. Concerning breeding, the at-
tention of the writer was also called by Sprunt to a report of the eggs
of this species supposedly from St. Simons Island in Glynn County.
These eggs were included in a collection purported to have been taken
in Georgia by S. W. Wilson between 1853 and 1865. The report was
published by H. B, Bailey in the Nuttall Bulletin (8:39. 1883), and the
eggs are said to have been taken in Wayne and Melntosh Counties and
on St Simons Island. To quote Bailey concerning the Gray Kingbird:
“Nests on the horizontal limbs of oak-trees. near the top. and loosely
constructed of twigs, ‘with little or no lining’ eggs always three. Those of
a set taken June 8 (no year given) measure respectively: 1.03x.75;
1.06x.75: 1.08x.75: they are salmon-colored with blotches of reddish
brown on the large end.” No definite locality is given.

The above record is made less dependable by the fact that 13 other
species of birds which were reported nesting in the area in the same report
apparently do not nest there at the present time. Wayne in The Auk has
challenged the validity of at least three of the records reported by
Bailey; namely: the Bank Swallow, Short-hilled Marsh Wren, and Cow-
bird, Taking into account these consideralions and the fact that the
entire nole is inexact as to data, it seems uncerlain whether or not this
breeding record should be accepted. A peint in ite favor is that the
Krider specimen was taken during the period Wilson was collecting
in Georgia.

It is well that our knowledge of the status of the Gray Kinghird need
no longer depend upon the preceding apocryphal report, for there are
more recent and better-substantiated nesting records. The first of these
is the report by this writer of a pair of these birds nesting on Cockspur
Island in Chatham County in July, 1938 (Oriole 3:24-25. 1938). A
photograph of one of these birds appeared in the Savannah Eyening
Press of July 22, 1938. The pair of birds in question was observed not
only by the writer but by Ivan Tomkins and other Savannah bird students.

A second nesting, not yet reported, is that of presumably the same
pair of birds referred to in the preceding paragraph. The nest was found
on June 24, 1939, in a Chinaberry Tree on Cockspur Island close to the
tree in which the 1933 nest was situated. Ivan Tomkins and the writer
observed this nest but later it was destroyed by dredging operations.
Whether or not the birds returned in 1940 is uncertain.

The above summarizes the nesting reports for the Gray Kingbird
known to the writer. Reference in correspondence has heen made to
eges supposedly collected by Troup D. Perry and Isaac Arnow. Arnow
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denied that he had ever found this bird nesting at St. Mary’s, and Walter
Erichsen, the closest remaining friend of Perry. had never heard Perry
mention such a record,

The status of the Gray Kingbird in Georgia might be summarized
finally as follows: Rare, perhaps casual, summer resident which has been
seen in Georgia as early as April 29 and as late as September 4. Nests
are definately known from Cockspur Island, Chatham County, and one is
reported from St. Simons Island. Glynn County. One specimen, taken
by Krider on St. Simons Island and deposited in the Academy of Natural
Sciences of Philadelphia collection, is known from the State.

Errors and omissions have been characteristic of correspondence and
literature concerning the Gray Kingbird in Georgia, the writer's own
being no exception. While it is not claimed that these notes are complete,
it is hoped that the inquiries and opinions of the writer will be useful
to Georgia bird students,

Henry R. Carter Memorial Laboratory,
Savannah, Georgia,
January, 1941,

FURTHER NOTES ON THE BIRDS OF ATHENS, CLARKE
COUNTY, GEORGIA

Tromas D. BURLEIGH

Sinee the publication of Occasional Paper No. 1 of the Georgia Orni-
thological Society (The Birds of Athens, Clarke County, Georgia).
oceasional visits have heen made to Athens, and as much time as possible
devoted to the study of the bird life of Clarke County. This field work
has resulted in the gradual accumulation of a number of records adding
to the present knowledgze of the bird life of this corner of the state,
and in order to bring the original list up to date these records are offered
at this time for what they may he worth. They cover an interval of
approximately four and a half years, from April, 1935 through Sep-
tember, 1940,

Botaurus lentiginosus. American Bittern—A single bird seen De-
cember 1, 1937 in the Sandy Creck bottoms is my first definite winter
record for this species here. Heretofore it had not heen recorded later
than October 30 (1921).

Sterna hirundo hirundo. Common Tern—In view of the extreme
scarcity of this species as a fall transient it is of interest to record a
single bird seen August 18, 1939, feeding with Black Terns over the
Sandy Creek hottoms that were under several [eet of water at the time.

Riparia riparia riparie. Bank Swallow.—On the few occasions that
this species has been observed in the fall only one or two individuals
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have been recorded with flocks of other swallows. Rather exceptional
then, and worthy of comment, was the appearance of twenty of these
birds on August 18, 1939, feeding over the flooded Sandy Creek hottoms.

Hirundo erythrogaster. Barn Swallow—A single bird seen April 6,
1937 is my earliest record by three days for the appearance of this species
here in the spring. My previous earliest record was April 9 (1927).

Helmitheres vermiverous. Worm-eating Warhler.—Although hereto-
fore only infrequently secen before the latter part of July, in 1939 the
Worm-gating Warbler was fairly plentiful throughout the entire month,
being first noted July 1, again on July 4, and at frequent intervals
thereafter,

Vermivora chrysoptera. Golden-winged Warbler.—An immature fe-
male taken August 13, 1939 is my earliest record by one day for the
oceurrence of this species in the fall. My previous earliest record was
August 14 (1925). ‘

Vermivara celata celata. Qrange-crowned Warbler—The Orange-
crowned Warbler appeared unusually early in the fall of 1937, for while
I had never before recorded it before October 21 (1925), it was seen
in 1937 on October 12, four birds being noted that morning in the Sandy
Creek bottoms. One, a female, was collected then to verify the identifica-
tion of this rather ohscure species.

Dendroica tigrina. Cape May Warbler. —1I recorded this species for
the first time during any fall migration on October 12, 1937, a single
bird, an adult male, being seen that day.

Dendroica cerulea. Cerulean Warbler—An immature male taken on
July 28, 1939 is my earliest record by two weeks for the occurrence of
the Cerulean Warbler here in the fall, my earliest previous record being
August 10 (1929). Normally rather scarce as a transient this species was
fairly plentiful throughout all of August, 1939, and was frequently seen
in the scattered stretches of woods.

Dendroica fusca. Blackburnian Warhler.—A rather early record for
the appearance of this species in the fall was that of two birds, both
in immature plumage, seen on the college campus on Aungust 4, 1939,
My earliest previous record was August 31 (1928), but T am inclined to
believe now that it usually arrives carlier than this, but was overlooked.

Dendroica palmarum hypochrysea. Yellow Palm Warbler.—In addi-
tion to the two birds previously recorded from Athens T now have two
more records for the occurrence of this eastern race here. A single bird,
a male, was seen April 10, 1935, and another male was noted April 2,
1937. There is no question, however, but that the Yellow Palm Warbler
is extremely scarce about Athens as a transient.

Steurus awrocaptllus, Oven-bird—Although heretofore not recorded
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in the fall until August 18 (1929). in 1939 the first Oven-bird was noted
on August 2, and not infrequently during the following two weeks.

Wilsonia pusilla pusilla. Wilson's Warbler.—A male taken September
2, 1939, in underbrush in the Sandy Creek bottoms, is but my third
record for the occurrence of this species about Athens in the fall, and
by over two weeks my earliest date of arrival.

Pipilo erythropthalmus erythropthalmus. Red-eyed Towhee.—A male
taken April 10, 1935 is my latest record by just a month for the occur-
rence of this northern race here in the spring. My latest previous record
was March 10 (1929),

Passerherbulus caudacutus. Leconle’s Sparrow.—A male taken at the
edge of the Sandy Creek bottoms on April 6, 1937 is my first record for
the occurrence of Leconte’s Sparrow about Athens. Such an elusive bird
as this, however, could easily be overlooked, so it may be commoner than
this one record would indicate.

Guliport. Mississippi,
Feb{'ﬂary, 1941, =

THE CHRISTMAS CENSUS IN GEORGIA, 1940

This year we present the 1940 Christmas censuses taken in Georgia.
Below you will find all of them in tabulated form. All of the censuses
printed here were also published in the January-February Supplement to
The Audubon Magazine, 1941, pages 105-107. They are reproduced here
so that a number of Georgia bird students who would otherwise not have
the chance to see them might do so through the pages of T'he Oriole.

Some 128 species and subspecies make up the composite list for Geor-
gia, Atlanta had the largest number of species with 74; however, Savan-
nah led with the largest number of individuals, Savannah observers
counted 37,963 birds. Among the rarer birds reported on the various
censuges were the following: Red-threated Loon (Brunswick), Double-
crested Cormorant (Mt Berry), Old-Squaw (Savannah), Duck Hawk
(Savannah), Catbird (Fitzgerald), Brewer’s Blackbird (Atlanta), and
Henslow's Sparrow, (Atlanta). Particularly interesting is the number of
ducks reported at Savannah, over 32,000 of them. We note also that seven
species of warblers were recorded by Stoddard at Sherwood Plantation.

Atlanta (Silver Lake, South River, Decatur, Waterworks, and all areas between),
Dec. 22, 5:30 A, M. to 5:30 P. M. Clear at start, cloudy in P. M., fogey, no wind,
temp, 28-50. Total hrs., 58; total miles, 77. Observers in nine parties. Mrs, H, M.
Daniel, Mr. and Mrs. T. E. Dennington, Mrs. Ruth Taylor, Ralph Ramsey, Thos.
Hill, Mrs, Frances Hames, Mrs. J, E. Boyd, Mrs, H. H. Marris, Berma Abercrombie.
Mahel Abercrombie, Mr, Sam Slicer, Robert Gerdon, Mrs. Lewis Gordon, Mrs. J. €.
Oliver, Mary Grady, Glenn Bell, R. B. Belser, Ray Werner, Wallace Dreyfuss, Nelson
Spratr, Bill Griffin,

Savannah  (Savannah  River reservation, Port Wentworth to Georgia-Carelina
bridge, eypress-maple-pine woods to south, old rice fields to north; county farm,
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Bethesda, Rosario Gardens, Wormsloe, Thunder holt). Dec. 27, 8:30 A. M. to 4:30
P. M. Overcast, light rain, wind south, temp, 64 at start, 62 at return. Total hrs., 40;
total miles, 142, Observers in two parties, Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Wingo, Mrs. T. F.
Walsh, Mrs. J. R. Cain, Anneé Reddy, Marie Reddy.

Altamaha Plantation, Brunswick {old rice helds, eypress and oak swamp along
river, salt marghes on St. Simon's Is. and Sea Is.). Dec. 22, 8:30 A. M. to 6:00
P. M. Thickly overcast, slight north wind, temp. 55 at start, 62 at return. Total hrs,
1814 total miles, 55. Observers usually separate. William J, Cordes, Jr., and Thomas
R. Paxton.

Mt. Berry (college. Girls School. Victory Lake, Boys School, reservoir, return to
school via County road and Possum Trot: shrubbery, lawns, fields, orchards, ponds,
hardwoods, pine flatwoods, mountain mixed woods). Dee. 26, 8:00 A. M. to 6:00
P. M. Overcast, misty, no wind, temp. 54 at start, 60 at return. Observers together.
Robert B. Jones and Harold C. Jones.

Sherwood Plantation, Grady County (within 1500 acres of upland felds, cultivated
and fallow (10% ), pineland (75% ), and mixed hardwoods with small pond). Dee.
95 6:50 A. M. to 7:00 P. M. Heavily overcast, fog in morning, later mist and
drizzling rain, light easterly winds, shifting to southerly, temp, 57 at start, 62 atl
return. On foot and by ear. Herbert L. Stoddard.

Fitzgerald (Area within 15-mile diameter including woodland stream, pineland,
upland fields, and two cypress swamps: Bowen's Mill and Lake Beatrice). Dec. 25,
7:15 A. M. to 6:00 P. M, Overcast, with some misty rain, ealm, temp. 57 at start,
60 at return. Observers largely together. Milton Hopkins, Charles Norris and Robert
Naorris.

Screven County (area on the C. B. Pfeiffer farm home; pine-oak-gum wonds,
orchards and old fields, swamps bordering the Savananh River). Dec. 27, 1:00 P. M.
to 5:00 P. M. Intermittant sunshine and overcast skies, occasional slight northwest
wind, temp. 66 at start, 69 at return. T hours, 12 miles. Grace Pleiffer, Anne Pleiffer
Hamilton, and R, E. Hamilton.

Piedmont National Wildlife Refuge. Round Oak (Blountsville Lake to Round Oak,
Wayside returning to refuge headquarters via Five Points. Juliette to refuge head-

quarters then to transit station No. 93 and return), Deo. 22, 6:00 A. M. to 5:30 -

P. M. Clear morning hut cloudy afternoon, wind light, northeast, temp, 38 at start,
58 at return. Total hrs., 14; total miles, 76. Raymond . Fleetwood, Joe Morton,
and Dunbar Robb.
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GENERAL NOTES :

" W

A GEogrcia SPECIMEN oF THE ICELAND GULL.—A large white-winged
gull was collected on the Savannah River, about three miles east of Sa-
vannah, on February 13, 1941. At first I thought it a Glaucus Gull
(Larus hyperboreus). but the measurements conclusively proved it to be
an Ieeland Gull (L. leucopterus). The specimen bears my serial number
605, and will be deposited in the Charleston Museum.

This species is uncommon south of the Great Lakes and Long Island,
and in such of the literature as is available, I have found but one account
of it in the southeastern states, a single specimen collected at Crystal
River, Florida, and recorded in Howell’s “Florida Bird Life,” p. 255.

On February 1, 1941, a similar gull was seen on the river in front
of the city, but I then thought it a Glaucus Gull, a species that is almost
as rare along the south Atlantic coast. Most of the records for that species
(L. hyperboreus) have been made here along the Savannah River, and
though the three specimens I have taken here have been recorded else-
where, for the sake of completing the record in this note, I give the dates
and serial numbers of the specimens. These are: #285, February 28,
1931; #305, April 14, 1931; and #523, February 14, 1935, respec-
tively.—Ivan R. Tomxins, U. S. Dredge DeWitt Clinton, Savannah, Ga.

OccuRRENCE OF THE WESTERN GRASSHOPPER SPARROW N GEORGIA—
On January 27, 1936, while enroute to Thomasville, a brief stop was
made at Newton, Baker County, and among the few birds taken during
the hour or two spent in the field was a male Grasshopper Sparrow that
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proved to be typical of the western race, bimaculatus. It was feeding
at the edge of a field overgrown with broomsedge. a site much favored
by these elusive sparrows during the winter months, and had it not flown
on my approach its presence would never have heen suspected. This.is
apparently the first definite record for the occurrence of this subspecxz?s
in the state, but it is possible that further collecting would reveal this
race as not uncommon in Georgia both as a transient and, in the south-
ern half of the state, as a winter resident—Tros. D. BurLeies, U, S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Gulfport, Miss.

Four Uwnpusuisuen Gorpex Escie Recorps FroM Gromrera—On
about January 10, 1941 Wildlife Ranger Webster W. Dockery found a
live Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos canadensis) caught in a steel trap in
the Chattahoochee National Forest near Vogel State Park, The hird was
given to Charles Elliott and kept by the Division of Wildlife at the game
farm near Atlanta for several days until its death. The dead bird was
given to Charles Wharton who mounted it for the State Museum, I am
indebted to Mr. Wharton and to Mr. D. L. Rainey of Toccoa, Georgia
for the details of this record.

On February 14, 1941 Carl Fitts, a resident of Pickens County, shot
an adult Golden Eagle on his farm 4 miles east of Jasper, Georgia. Fitts
shot the bird in the act of eating a freshly killed raccoon. The wing
spread was seven feet, three inches. Charles Wharton secured the speci-
men and mounted it for the State Museum.

In the Emory Museum there are two additional specimens from the
northern half of the State. The first is an adult male which was caught
in a steel trap on the top of Brasstown Bald in Union County, Georgia
on December 18, 1919 by Bonnell H, Stone. The second is also an adult
male, poorly preserved, which was collected in Butts County, Georgia on

April 25, 1913 and prepared as a skin by several people under the

leadership of F. N. Duncan.

The writer would like to point out that at least 17 records of Golden
Eagles in Georgia have now been published.—Wirtiam W. Grirrin, Bie-
logy Department. Emory University, Ga.

AnorHer WINTER SPoTTED SANDPIPER 1N GEORGIA—On January 25,
1941 the writers observed a Spotted Sandpiper (Aectitis macularia) along
the edge of Jones Creek on St. Simon’s Island in Glynn County, Georgia.
This is the second winter oceurrence for this species on the island. The
writers also recorded a bird in Atlanta in December, 1936.—Grorce W.
ScipLg, Jr. anp Winniam W, Grirriy, Biology Depariment, Emory Uni-
versity, Georgia.

Brumsirp Nestine iv Grounn—While patroling the Piedmont National
Wildlife Refuge April 26, 1940, the writer saw a Bluebird fly from a hole
in a road bank, one mile east of Juliette, Georgia. Upon investigation a
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partially completed nest was found about twelve inches from the en-
trance. The nest was again visited May 16 and the female was sitting on
the nest. Time did not permit further observations during the brooding,
however the fedglings had left the nest when it was visited several days
later.

This is the only record of the underground nesting of the Bluehird
(Sialin sialis sialis) that is known to the writer, so it is considered worthy
of publication—Raymoxn J. FLeetwoon, Refuge Manager, Piedmont Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, Round Oak, Georgia.

Lincorn’s Searrow v Jones County, Grorcia—While doing field
work on the Piedmont National Wildlife Refuge April 28, 1940, the writer
found three individuals of Lincoln’s Sparrow (Melospiza lincolni lincolni)
in a briar field ahout four and one half miles southwest of Round Oak.
The marking, song and habit indicated that the birds were this species.
This is the first record of the species for the refuge.—Raymonp J. FLEET-
woob, Refuge Manager. Piedmont National Wildlife Refuge, Round Ouk.
Georgia.

Coasrar OpservaTions rrom Mclntose County, Georeia—On the
lonely beach we knew that we could rely on the sandpipers, plovers, and
we found Ruddy Turnstones, flying gulls, terns, and several Black Skim-
mers with their long odd bills, Cormorants flew over the water, occa-
sionally relaxing to glide. But in January, January 9, 1941, to be exact,
we hoped to see something unusual on this Sea Island.

Athos looked through the binoeulars at two birds that rested on the
beach ahead of us. “Oyster-catchers.” I took the glasses to focus on the
birds of long red bills, black and white bodies, Slowly, casually, we
walked nearer the birds that were regarding us also. As we approached,
they flew a short distance away, alighting on the heach. For an hour we
pursued them, never getting very close. Yet we had ample opportunity
of being positive in our identification and observing them through the
glasses before they chose a sand bar far from the shore.

As we sauntered back, this time walking among the driftwood that
had been left by exceptionally high tides, all of a sudden a Burrowing
Owl (Speotyto cunicularia subsp.) dashed away from us. He had been
only ten or fifteen feet before us, and without aid of glasses we were sure
of our bird, Nor did he seem particularly afraid of us; for he alighted
on the beach merely a stone’s throw distant and stood on his long legs
(for an owl) peering at us.

After observing him a time, we pretended to go away, the while keeping
our eyes on him. We were not leiting him out of sight, for we realized
that it was unusual to find a Burrowing Owl ¢o far north. Athos, my
husband, had seen them in the Kissimee region of Florida, but here we
were observing one on the coast of Georgia.

After a few minutes the owl returned to what we thought was the
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same place we had fushed him. Again we disturbed his peace by turning
back, and he flew a short distance to watch us,

“His roosting place must be here somewhere.” Athos said as we reached
the vicinity from which the owl had hurriedly departed twice.

We knew that Burrowing Owls live in holes in the ground, but follow-
ing a hunch, we started looking among the old logs lying about. I found
a rotten, hollowed log and peered inside; there were owl pellets and
scattered feathers. We carefully examined the inside of the log and
found only matted pellets and old feathers. Then! Half of the body of
a plover that had recently heen killed was found. Perhaps we had inter-
rupted the owl at a meal.

Not only had we found a Burrowing Owl in an unusual locality, but
we had found one that had adapted himself to different conditions by
living in a log, and eating what was close at hand and easily caught.—
Sara MEnapont, 4556 fetr Road, Rt. 6, Atlanta, Georgia.

SEASONAL NOTES FROM ATLANTA—Activity during the winter months
was rather limited and few noteworthy records were made. As a whole
the winter was mild, the rainfall medium.

Will Cordes abserved a Broad-winged Hawk on December 30, inter-
esting since this bird is rare in winter,

An American Merganser was found dead in a field near Stone Moun-
tain by Mr. Sam Hunter on December 16, The writer examined the speci-
men, a female, but it had deteriorated too far for preservation.
 On the Christmas Census the only unusual bird was a Henslow's
Sparrow which Mrs, Hugh Harris and Mrs, Maurice Abercrombie studied
at the Walter Candler Estate. At present the status of this species here
is rather confused, however it is certainly a rare bird in the area.

Grackles and Starlings roosted in great numbers near the State Capitol
and in the trees along Central Avenue and Washington Street. An esti-
mated 20,000 birds were present on February 15. Ahout one-third of them
were Grackles and the rest were Starlings with a few Red-wings.—
WiLLiam W. Grirriy, Biology Department, Emory University, Ga.

NEWS AND REVIEWS

ANNOUNGEMENT 0F MEETING—The ninth semi-annual meeting of the
Georgia Ornithological Society will he held at Emory University and
Atlanta on April 19 and 20, 1941, There will be a morning session
beginning at 10:30 A. M. at the University at which papers will be read
and demonstrations held, Lunch will be served at the Emory Cafeteria.
Following a tour through the Emory Museum and the LaPrade Collection
of Birds, the afternoon and business sessions will be held., The banquet
will be held Saturday night with an excellent program in store.

Breakfast will be served in the field on Sunday and an interesting
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field trip will get under way. The trip will wind up in beautiful Fernbank
Forest where lunch will be served. Following this a check-up on all birds
observed will be made, and the meeting will adjourn.

Mrs. James C. Oliver is the local chairman of arrangements. Details
of the meeting with a complete program and prices of meals will be
mailed to all members at a later date.

New Courses aT THE University oF Georcia—The Department of
Zoology, University of Georgia, announces the following new courses to
be offered beginning in the fall quarter, 1941.

309. Animal Ecology. 5 hours. Fall quarter. Eugene P. Odum.
This course deals with the methods of study and identification of animals
in the field, biotic and physical factors of the environment, animal com-
munities, and the application of ecological principles to wildlife con-
servation and management.

381. Ornithology. 5 hours. Spring quarter. Eugene P. Odum. An
introduction to the study of birds emphasizing the identification, classifi-
cation, life histories, and economic importance of Georgia species.

Doctor Odum is also planning to carry on more extensive research
problems in ornithology as oppertunities arise.

OBITUARY

J. M. MALLORY, a resident of Savannah, Georgia and a member of the
Savannah Audubon Society died on June 4, 1940, Mr. Mallory was a
charter member of the G. 0. S.

Mgrs. Har Hentz died in Atlanta, Georgia, on January 11, 1941. Al-
though a new member of the Society, she had long been interested in
birds. The Habersham Garden Club of Atlanta is developing a bird
sanctuary in her memory, a fitting tribute to a bird lover. i

The sympathy of the Society is with the friends and loved ones of
these two fine people—W. W. G.

WirLris W. WorTHINGTON, noted naturalist and bird collector, died at
Shelter Island, New York. on Octoher 4, 1940, in his seventy-ninth year.
About forty-five years ago he collected birds along the Georgia coast.
In one account (Young Oologist, 1885. 5) he tells of skinning 1.300 birds
in two months, and in another account mentions coming in at night with
thirty-cight ground doves all plugged and ready for skinning,

Worthington’s Wren (Telmatodytes palustris griseus) was named for
him by William Brewster. The type locality is Sapelo Island, Georgia.
—LRT
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EDITORIAL

As you have been told before. this is your magazine. Your contribu-
tions are absolutely necessary for its continuation and upbuilding. A
word now lo all prospective contributors.

Manuscript should be typed (double-spaced) on only one side of
regular letter sized paper ol good quality. The title should he brief and
should be relative to the subject. The scientific names of species men-
tioned more than casually should be included. Do not specify on the
manuseript as to the type of print to be used. The address of the author
and the date of submission of the manuscript should be given at the end.
All articles will be accepled with the understanding that they have not
been published or accepted lfor publication elsewhere.

Photographic prints intended for text illustrations should be un-
mounted and should have a brief legend aitached. The Oriole is not
finaneially able to have many illustrations: (herefore, we are always
willing for the cost of engraving lo be assumed by the author. On pay-
ment of postage all cuts donated will be returned to the author.

Galley proof will be furnished to the authors before publication only
on request. In such cases it must be returned promptly, and expensive
alterations must be charged to the author.

Reprints will be furnished to contributors at cost. [t will he necessary,
however, for orders to accompany the original manuseript. For 100
reprints, one to four pages will cost $2.25; five or six pages, $4.00; and
seven or eight, $5.00. All contributors are urged to take advantage of

this offer.

Your new editor would like to acknowledge his appreciation of the
many helpful suggestions made in regard to The Oriole and its editorial
policy. Special thanks go to Mr. T. E, Dennington. our printer, and to
Mrs. Hugh Harris, the former editor. Don Hyles, another former editor,
has given much good advice in addition to contributing an important
paper. Ivan Tomkins has also made many helpful sugeestions. To all
of these and to many more go your editor’s sincerest thanks,




